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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  Acres  «»•  ••• 

Resident  Population 

Number  of  Dwellings  «•« 

Rateable  Value 

(as  at  31st  March,  I969) 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate 


1966 

1967 

1968 

128,608 

128,608 

128,608 

17,870 

18,010 

18,100 

6,158 

6,485 

6,678 

£502,311 

£545,749 

£578,279 

£2,005 

£2,240 

£2,320 

VITAL  STATISTICS  1968 


Corrected  Birth  and  Death 


other  areas 


(Births  and  Deaths  per  1,000  population' 


Dorchester  Rural  District 


• • • 


England  and  Y/ales 


* • • • • • 


Dorset 


•••  ••• 


Dorchester  Borough 


4 • • • • • 


• 4 • • 4 • 


4 • • • • 4 


• « • 4 4 4 


• 44  444 


Birth  Rate 

16.3  (16.1) 

16.9  (17.2) 

:7.i  (17.1) 

14.9  (16.2) 


Death  Rate 

10.5  (10.1) 

11.9  (11.2) 

II.G  (19.2) 

12.1  ( 9.6) 


The  figures  in  brackets  are  those  for  1967. 

In  calculating  Birth  and  Death  rates,  area  comparability  factors 
are  issued  by  the  Registrar  General  to  ” correct”  irregularities  in  the 
age  and  sex  structure  of  the  population,  and  also  to  take  into  account 
any  high  mortality  due  to  the  presence  of  residential  institutions. 
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BIRTHS  AND  INIAr^ILE  DEATHS 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate  | 

Total 

I 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Live  Births 

• • 

119 

115 

7 

8 

249  I 

Still  Births 

. • 

2 

2 

- 

- 

4 

Deaths  under 

1 year 

1 

k- 

- 

- 

5 

Deaths  under  4 weeks 

1 

3 

- 

- 

4 

Deaths  under 

1 week 

1 

2 

— 

— 

3 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate 

mmmmammmmmmmmmmammmmammKameamamaammmmmmmmaaammmamaaammamaM 

The  Infantile  mortality  rate  is  the  number  of  deaths  among  infants 
of  under  one  year  of  age  per  thousand  registered  live  births.  There  were 
5 infantile  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  and  249  births  in  the  area. 

The  National  rate  was  18  deaths  among  infants  under  one  year  of 
age  per  thousand  live  births  and  the  Dorset  rate  was  i5.0  deaths.  Our 
figure  is  too  small  to  work  out  an  accurate  comparative  rate  but  the 
approximate  figure  compares  quite  well  'vTith  the  County  Infantile  ‘ 
mortality  rate. 


CONTROL  OF  C0^.CMUNI CABLE  DISEASES 


( a)  Infections  against  which  routine  immunisation  is  offered: 

Diphtheria:  No  notifications  have  been  received  in  the  district  for 
20  years.  Cases  continue  to  occur  in  England  and  Wales  and  15  cases  were 
notified  in  1968.  The  high  level  of  artificial  immunity  in  children 
prevents  carriers  of  the  disease  occurring  in  school. 


)xng  uougn;  Eleven  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified,  but  more 
may  occur.  Children  who  have  been  immunised  may  later  get  a sub-clinical 
attack  as  artificial  immunity  wanes  and  if  there  is  no  characteristic 
inspiratory  ’’whoops*  associated  with  the  cough,  it  is  not  diagnosed.  The 
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important  factor  in  prevention  is  to  attempt  to  protect  the  young  children 
under  two  years  of  age  for  whom  the  disease  can  be  very  severe,  leaving 
lung  complications. 

Poliomyelitis;  No  cases  of  this  disease  have  been  notified  in  the  district 
for  ten  years  but  24  cases  occurred  in  England  and  Wales.  The  present 
state  of  affairs  is  directly  due  to  the  routine  use  of  oral  poliomyelitis 
vaccine. 

Tetanus ; This  disease  occurs  rarely  and  before  this  year  there  was  no 
statutory  requirement  that  I should  be  notified  of  a case.  However,  after 
1st  October  I968  it  was  made  notifiable.  Routine  immunisation  against 
the  disease  is  offered  by  the  County  Health  Department  or  family  doctors 
and  is  a well  worth  while  procedure  for  two  reasons.  The  first  is  the 
difficulty  with  allergic  reactions  experienced  by  some  persons  receiving 
anti-tetanus  serum,  and  the  second  is  the  severity  and  duration  of  the 
disease  itself  even  with  modern  treatment. 

ooooOoooo 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation  Statistics  19^8 


Poliomyelitis 

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria 

Tetanus 

Measles 

Primary 

Course 

Boost- 

ing 

dose 

Primary 

Course 

Boost- 

ing 

dose 

Primary 

Course 

Boost- 

ing 

dose 

Primary 

Course 

Boost- 

ing 

dose 

184 

270 

151 

137 

162 

391 

188 

407 

418 

I am  indebted  to  the  Count^^  Medical  Officer  for  the  above  figures. 

During  the  year  new  schedules  for  immune  procedures  were  recommended 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  Social  Security.  These  recommended  the 
postponement  of  all  routines  for  a few  months  so  that  response  to 
immunising  would  be  improved  and  boosting  at  eighteen  months  of  age 
would  be  unnecessary.  The  above  figures  reflect  this  delay  and  are  not 
due  to  any  lack  of  enthusiasm  for  immunisation  on  the  part  of  parents. 
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Smallpox:  Vaccination  is  still  offered  routinely  against  this  disease  and 
the  World  Health  Organisation  is  attempting  to  eradicate  it  from  countries 
which  still  harbour  the  virus  in  the  general  population*  One  of  the 
difficulties  in  keeping  free  of  the  infection  nationally,  is  that  air 
travel  can  transport  a patient  from  an  area  in  which  the  disease  is  endemic 
to  this  country,  well  within  the  incubation  period. 

Occasionally  an  alert  family  doctor  will  ask  for  advice  about  a 
patient  in  whom  he  feels  unable  to  rule  out  smallpox  as  a possible 
diagnosis.  This  has  occurred  several  times  over  the  last  four  years  and 
I was  again  presented  with  this  delicate  problem  in  September.  On  this 
particular  occasion  I felt  able  to  rule  out  the  diagnosis  because  of  the 
distribution  and  character  of  the  rash,  but  the  decision  is  not  always 
easy  especially  when  the  number  of  poxes  are  few  and  the  severity  of  the 
disease  has  been  modified  by  previous  vaccination. 

Measles : In  1967  two  hundred  and  sixty  cases  of  measles  were  notified 
and  these  mostly  occurred  in  the  first  quarter.  Measles  exhibits  peak 
notifications  at  two  yearly  intervals  and  thus  during  the  last  quarter 
of  1968  one  would  have  expected  the  virus  to  be  building  up  again  among 
susceptible  toddlers  and  school  children.  However  at  the  time  of 
writing  (April  1969)  I am  happy  to  tell  you  that  only  three  cases  of 
measles  have  been  notified  during  the  last  quarter  of  19^8  and  the  first 
quarter  of  19^9,  I directly  attribute  this  to  the  anti-measles  vaccination 
campaign  which  commenced  in  the  schools  during  the  summer  term.  Another 
fifteen  cases  of  measles  were  notified  in  1968  during  the  first  nine 
months  of  the  year,  i.e.  the  sources  of  infection  from  which  a winter 
epidemic  would  normally  stem. 

Children  receiving  the  vaccine  occasionally  produce  mild  symptoms  and 
are  ”off  colour’*  for  five  days  or  so.  They  may  have  poor  appetites,  a 
croaky  voice  and  a dry  cough.  Occasionally  there  is  a fleeting  measles 
rash,  but  although  I tried  on  several  occasions  to  see  this  phenomenon 
it  had  always  ’’just  disappeared”  by  the  time  I arrived.  These  symptoms 
seem  to  me  a small  price  to  pay  for  immunity  against  a very  lowering 
disease,  often  paving  the  v/ay  for  secondary  infection  by  other  organisms. 

(b)  Infections  against  vliich  routine  immunisation  is  not  offered 

Food  Poisoning:  No  cases  were  notified.  I am  sure  that  the  vigilance  of 
your  Public  Health  Inspectors  must  contribute  to  the  freedom  from  diseases 
conveyed  by  food  in  the  district.  Their  v/ork  on  food  hygiene  in  shops, 
vehicles,  school  premises  etc^,  is  routine  and  may  appear  dull,  but  their 
ability,  due  to  their  training  to  ’’see”  bacteria  where  others  do  not  is  a 
great  asset. 

Another  factor  lowering  the  incidence  of  infection  is  the  liaison 
which  we  have  with  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer  who  lets  us  know 
when  Salmonella  infections  occur  among  the  stock  on  farms.  We  immediately 
notify  the  farmer  of  danger  to  humans  and  are  prepared  to  recommend  hygiene 
routines  on  the  premises  if  necessary. 
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Infective  Jaundice:  In  June  1968  this  disease  was  made  notifiable. 

An  isolated  case  was  notified  in  October.  When  a case  occurs  I visit  to 
take  a careful  history  prior  to  the  occurrence  of  symptoms  because  measures 
to  be  taken  to  contain  this  infection  are  rule  of  thumb  and  insufficient 
is  known  of  its  epidemiology.  One  limiting  factor  is  the  inability  of  the 
Laboratory  to  grow  the  virus  so  that  it  is  difficult  to  say  when  a patient 
is  free  of  infection,  and  impossible  to  trace  the  path  of  infection  by 
investigating  possible  carriers. 

Leptospirosis:  This  disease  Y/as  made  notifiable  in  October  and  almost 
immediately  I was  informed  of  a case.  It  is  a disease  associated  frequently 
with  rats  which  carry  the  infection,  but  other  rodents,  dogs  and  many 
mammals  may  harbour  the  spirochaete.  The  particular  case  notified  was 
infected  v/ith  Leptospira  hebdomedis  which  is  sometimes  associated  with 
voles.  In  this  case  the  source  of  infection  was  not  firmly  traced. 
Fortunately  the  disease  is  rare. 

Scabies ; This  disease  is  not  notifiable  nationally  but  the  Council  decided 
to  make  it  notifiable  under  powers  contained  in  Section  1A7  of  the  Public 
Health  Act  1936*  During  the  year  71  cases  were  notified.  The  disease  is 
not  particularly  communicable  and  is  mostly  a domestic  affair  restricted 
to  a household  or  group  of  persons.  It  requires  very  careful  treatment 
by  the  patient  and  unless  this  is  given  may  progress  to  a chronic  state. 
Notification  is  most  useful  to  me  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  infection. 
Sometimes  the  source  of  infection  can  be  traced  and  treated;  always  advice 
on  treatment  can  be  reinforced. 

Anthrax:  A case  of  anthrax  occurred  in  a cow  in  April.  The  disease  is 
only  dangerous  to  humans  if  the  initial  infection  remains  undiagnosed.  It 
is  my  routine  to  enquire  the  names  of  those  persons  working  at  the  farm  and 
to  inform  the  family  doctors  of  the  circumstances. 

Disinfection  of  the  premises  is  the  statutory  duty  of  the  Police.  The 
usual  source  of  anthrax  infection  in  this  country  is  imported  bone  meal 
but  no  proof  of  this  v/as  available  for  this  case. 
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THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (INFECTIOUS  DISEASES) 

REGULATIONS  1968 


Reference  has  already  been  made  to  several  infectious  diseases 
which  became  notifiable  during  the  year.  The  notification  of 
infectious  disease  has  for  sometime  required  amendment  and  I am  sure 
that  most  medical  officers  welcomed  the  change.  It  is  fair  to  record 
here  that  the  following  infectious  diseases  no  longer  require  notifica- 
tion: 


Erysipelas 
Membranous  croup 
Puerperal  pyrexia 


Acute  influenzal  pneumonia 
Acute  primary  pneumonia 
Acute  rheumatism 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORY 


The  Dorchester  Public  Health  Laboratory,  under  the  directorship 
of  Dr.  G.H.  Tee  continues  to  give  excellent  service;  and  the  proximity 
of  the  Laboratory  to  the  Health  Department  promotes  a constant  inter- 
change of  ideas  and  information. 


- 9 - 


A. 


♦ 4 

> 


/T 


f ' ^’  T 1 ’~  ?' 

-■/ ■ . 

•••>  I , 

X’j-  •*•».'»•*•  ^■ 

.•i.  . -T,-*  „..  >:  '■«  >■  •* 


■Tt3 


Mi". 

-I  V ? '•  - / 

I,-  ••  V ► f 


' i < 


■ J,., . 

Vi  , . '*•  P •■ 


f j 1 0 Od  O 'I 

*.«i  ■*  * 

i-irxi  .4' 


; ,'’f  ;ii 


»ri'  vV!"- 

'1  I 


p 4* 


I 


• , , ^ 

•» 


. 'SI  ^ • ■ V 

r . ^ "A* 

.3*  v>  ^ j ■ 1 1*  *1  > 


*■  - ': 


•4 

f 


;;  ; / • ;*!: 


H 


I 


■■ 


• J-  . 

^ ^ i . ^ 


.*A 


f> 


V. 


1’.  i 


f r' 

t 

■ ^ «% 


Jf" 

;• 


'S 


/ 


'i-A  >*  > W-  J?'  *■•  ^ ■ 

- ?»?  ’i:}5i'  I M-; : ■ < i 

. '.r.l 


'> 


J 


f 


I ^ 


* 


» 


CAUSES  OP  DEATH 


Male  Female 


CANCER : 

Stomach 

9 9 9 

999 

9 9 9 

5 

- 

Lung  and  Bronchus . • 

999 

9 9 9 

13 

— 

Breast  ... 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

2 

Uterus  ••• 

9 0 9 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

- 

1 

Leukaemia  . . • 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

1 

1 

Other 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

9 

14 

HEART  AND  CIRCULATORY 

Rheumatic  heart 

disease. . 

9 9 9 

— 

3 

DISEASE: 

Hypertension. 

• • • 

999 

9 9 9 

4 

3 

Ischaemic  heart 

disease. « 

9 9 9 

37 

39 

Cerebrovascular 

disease. • 

9 9 9 

25 

19 

Anaemia 

999 

0 9 9 

9 9 9 

— 

1 

Other  . . . 

999 

9 9 9 

999 

16 

35 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE: 

Influenza  . . • 

999 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

1 

2 

Tuberculosis. 

999 

9 9 49 

9 9 9 

- 

RESPIRATORY  DISEASE: 

Pneumonia  . . . 

999 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

12 

22 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

6 

6 

Other 

999 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

1 

2 

MNTAL  DISORDER: 

• • ••• 

9 9 0 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

2 

1 

OTHER  DISEASES  OF  NERVOUS  SYSTEM:  ... 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

9 0 0 

— 

1 

DIABETES:  

• • ••• 

990 

9 9 9 

999 

2 

2 

DIGESTIVE  DISEASE: 

Peptic  ulcer. 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

9 0 9 

1 

- 

Intestinal  obstruct 

ion  and 

hernia 

- 

1 

Other 

9 9 9 

9 9 9' 

0 9 9 

— 

1 

CIRRHOSIS  OF  LIVER: 

• • 

0 9 9 

9 9 9 

9 0 9 

1 

- 

NEPHRITIS  AND  NEPHROSIS: 

• • •••  9 0 9 

9 9 9 

999 

9 9 9 

1 

— 

HYPERPLASIA  OF  PROSTATE: 

9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 

9 9 9 

9 9 0 

999 

1 

— 

OTHER  DISEASES  OF  GENITO 

-URINARY  SYSTEM 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

1 

- 

DISEASES  OF  MUSCULO-SKELETAL  SYSTEM: 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

3 

-- 

CONGENITAL  ANOMLIES: 

• • 999  999 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

2 

2 

BIRTH  INJURIES : 

99  999  999 

9 0 9 

9 9 0 

9 0 9 

- 

1 

ILL-DEFINED  CONDITIONS:. 

99  999  999 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

1 

3 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  ACCIDENTS: 

9 9 999  999 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

999 

2 

1 

OTHER  ACCIDENTS: 

9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

9 0 9 

4 

6 

SUICIDE  AND  SELF-INFLICTED  INJURIES... 

9 9 9 

999 

9 9 9 

2 

— 

Total 


• « 


153  169 
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CAUSES  OP  DEATH 


A list  of  the  numbers  dying  from  common  diseases  is  meaningless 
unless  compared  with  national  figures.  The  latest  available  are  those 
for  which,  although  referring  to  deaths  in  a previous  year, 

demonstrate  that  the  trends  of  causes  of  death  in  the  Rural  District 
are  similar  to  those  in  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths  from  various  causes  England  and  Wales  19^7 


Male 

Female 

Acute  Myocardial  Infarction. •• 

. . • 

56 ,456 

34,565 

Cerebrovascular  disease  ••• 

. • • 

21,4'' 6 

52,269 

Cancer  ^ Lung  • • « 

. . • • « • 

« • • 

23,510 

4,678 

Bronchitis  ... 

. * • ... 

. . » 

20,623 

6,678 

Pneumonia  • • • 

• » • • * * 

14,367 

17,571 

Cancer  « Breast  • • 

...  ... 

... 

85 

10,228 

Cancer  - Stomach 

...  ... 

... 

7,445 

5,495 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  ••• 

... 

4,877 

2,221 

Cancer  - Womb  ... 

• . . . ♦ • 

... 

- 

3,854 

Hypertensive  Heart 

Disease  ... 

... 

3,607 

5,187 

Suicide  . . . 

...  ... 

... 

2,708 

1,961 
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CAI^  OF  THE  ELDERLY 


Our  waiting  list  for  elderly  persons’  accommodation  on  31st 
December  196S  comprised  167  applicants  of  which  40  lived  outside  the 
rural  district.  During  the  year  groups  of  dwellings  with  warden  schemes 
were  opened  at  Piddlehinton  and  Charminster,  bringing  the  total  number 
of  dwellings  in  the  district  for  which  warden  service  could  be  avail- 
able to  116.  The  Council  now  employs  7 part-time  wardens  and  one  full- 
time warden  with  a deputy  at  Chickerell.  This  represents  excellent 
progress  for  the  care  of  elderly  persons  in  the  district  and  I am 
hopeful  that  two  more  part-time  wardens  for  new  schemes  will  commence  in 
1969- 


A financial  contribution  is  made  to  the  Council  by  the  County 
Coimcil  for  each  tenant  requiring  warden  service,  ^^fhich  in  theory  should 
help  to  pay  for  all  those  items  of  ’’welfare”  additional  to  that  normally 
provided  on  an  estate,  e.g,,  a call  bell  system,  handrails,  special  door 
locks,  salary  and  emoluments  of  a warden  etc.  This  sum  has  not  increased 
over  the  years  to  keep  pace  with  inflation  and  difficulties  were  exper- 
ienced towards  the  close  of  the  year  in  being  able  to  pay  a warden  a 
sufficiently  high  wage  to  attract  the  right  type  of  applicant.  Rep3?es- 
entations  were  made  to  the  County  Council  to  increase  the  amount. 

During  the  year  I paid  many  visits  to  elderly  persons  requiring 
Council  accommodation.  On  these  occasions  it  is  necessary  to  assess 
health  or  frailty,  ability  to  climb  stairs,  urgency  of  rehousing,  and 
need  for  warden  service.  A Council  dwelling  even  with  warden  service 
is  not  necessarily  the  next  correct  move. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTAMCB  (AyiEtiDIfENT ) ACT  1951 


Sometimes  I am  called  upon  to  visit  elderly  persons  who  are  living 
in  difficult  circumstances  and  possibly  suffering  from  some  medical 
degenerative  condition.  Occasionally  they  refuse  to  go  to  hospital  when 
a bed  is  available  despite  the  fact  that  conditions  at  home  are  in  an 
insanitary  state.  It  is  then  possible  to  apply  for  a Magistrate’s 
Order  for  their  removal.  I am  pleased  to  say  that  it  was  not  necessary 
to  use  these  powers  during  the  year. 
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D0RCHEST3R 


RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

ANNUAL  REPORT 
OP  THE 

SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  LEAR 

1968 


Certain  of  the  statistical  .and  other  infornation  in  this  report  is 
required  by  various  Ministries  and  is  prepared  in  the  form  specified 
by  them. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 


Public  Supplies 


Qjiantity  Supplies  from  public  mains  have  been  sufficient  throu^out  the 
year  except  for  temporaiy  shortage  for  three  days  in  June  in  Tincleton  and 
a part  of  Puddletoun,  and  for  % hours  at  Toller  Porcorum,  due  to  mechanical 
failure.  I’/here  necessary  temporary  supply  points  were  set  up  and  supplies 
m.aintained  mth  the  assistance  of  the  fire  service. 

There  is  little  or  no  margin  on  the  ring  main  from  the  Weymouth  Water- 
works Company  supplying  West  Stafford^  Warmwell,  Poxwell,  Owermoigne,  Water- 
combe,  Woodsford,  Osmington  and  Osmington  Mills,  and  on  the  brsmch  supply 
from,  the  Porteshara  main  to  the  small  hamlet,  Coryates.  However,  a careful 
control  over  these  supplies  by  the  Surveyor  and  his  staff  during  periods  of 
pealc  demand  enabled  a sufficient  supply  to  be  maintained. 

Quali tv  During  the  year  57  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examina- 
tion from  the  Cotmcil  ovmed  supplies,  the  soiirces  of  v/hich  are  bore-holes 
at  Porston,  Portesham  and  Maiden  Newton,  live  only,  all  from  the  Maiden 
Newton  supply,  showed  minimal  contamination,  which  was  remedied  on  each 

occasion  by  adjusting  the  chlorine  dose.  All  these  supplies  are  chlorinated. 

0 

58  samples  were  taken  from  supplies  purchased  by  the  Council  from  the 
Weymouth  V/ater>jorks  Company,  Poole  and  East  Dorset  Water  Board,  Wessex  Water 
Board,  West  Dorset  Water  Board,  Portland  U.D.  C.  and  Dorchester  B.  C.  Four 
of  these  pioved  "unsatisfactory  from  three  supplies.  In  each  case  the 
Statutory  Undertakers  were  informed  and  further  samples  were  satisfactoiy. 
There  is  cause  for  satisfaction  that  in  general  the  bacterial  quality  of 
the  public  supplies  of  the  area  remains  hi^. 

No  samples  were  taken  for  chemical  analysis,  from  public  supplies, 
during  the  year. 

The  number  of  dwellings,  population  and  properties  in  paidsh  order 
supplied  from  the  public  mains  are  shox'/n  in  the  follox-ang  table. 
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Parish  j 

Estimatod  Population 

No.  of  Dwellings 

Properties 

(l96l  Census) 

(incl. Move able 

Sunn lied 

Dwellings) 

from  Public 

Mrdns 

ABBOTSBURY 

470 

188 

159 

ALTON  PANCRAS 

122 

45 

38 

ATHELHAMPTON 

48 

u 

13 

BINCOMBE 

100 

37 

37 

BRADFORD  PEVERELL 

301 

117 

84 

BROADMAYNE 

598 

304 

299 

BUCKLAND  MEWTON 

470 

189 

153 

BURLESTON 

39 

9 

9 

CATTISTOCaC 

504 

165 

123 

CERNE  ABBAS 

513 

205 

186 

CHARMINSTER 

2,134 

526 

492 

CHESELBOURNE 

206 

83 

36 

CHICKERELL 

2,299 

1,068 

1,068 

CHILPROME 

60 

18 

7 

DEWLISH 

220 

85 

46 

FLEET 

100 

32 

32 

PRAMPTON 

367 

134 

99 

FROME  ST.  QUINTIN 

129 

48 

35 

EROME  VAUCHURCH 

143 

61 

61 

GODMSTONE 

121 

51 

51 

LANGTON  HERRING 

149 

57 

56 

LONG  BREDY 

208 

72 

26 

MAIDEI'J  mVTON 

680 

260 

236 

MELCOMBE  HORSEY 

174 

53 

28 

MINTERNE  MAGNA 

217 

74 

25 

NETHER  CERI® 

33 

15 

15 

OSMINGTON 

539 

196 

150 

OV/ERI-IOIGNE 

599 

333 

310 

PIDDLEHINTON 

616 

92 

85 

PIDDLETRENTHIDE 

540 

200 

163 

PORTESHAM 

412 

173 

146 

PCKWELL 

54 

18 

16 

PUDDLETOWN 

795 

375 

317 

STINSPORD 

329 

105 

35 

STRATTON 

273 

111 

102 

SYDLING  ST.  NiaiOLAS 

338 

124 

119 

TINCLETON 

176 

42 

35 

TOLLER  PORCORUM 

225 

87 

47 

TOLPULDLE 

203 

101 

74 

WARMWELL 

210 

77 

71 

WATERCOMBE 

23 

9 

9 

WEST  KNIGHTON 

423 

140 

140 

TOST  STAFFORD 

157 

78 

75 

WHITCOMBE 

50 

12 

11 

WINTERBOURl^JE  ABBAS 

145 

55 

46 

WINTERBORNE  GAME 

67 

22 

21 

WINTERBORNE  HERRINGSTON 

34 

11 

10 

WINTERBORNE  MONKTON 

128 

30 

10 

lf[NTERBORHE  ST.  MARTIN 

510 

187 

159 

WINTERBOURNE  STEEPLETON 

171 

63 

40 

WOODSFORD 

181 

82 

81 
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Figures  are  not  yet  available  for  those  properties  which  are 
supplied  by  means  of  standpipes. 

During  the  year  three  cottages  having  a water  supply  which  was 
botti  insufficient  and  of  poor  bacterial  quality  were  connected  to  a 
main  supply,  after  informal  action  by  the  department. 

Plumbo-solvency;  Investigations  carried  out  last  year  showed  that 
all  of  tile  Council's  sources  of  supply  are  mildly  plumbo-solvent, 
but  that  water  drawn  from  those  premises  with  lead  sei*vice  pipes  is 
unlikely  to  be  a health  hazard. 

Fluoride  Content;  An  investigation  carried  out  in  1963  revealed  that 
fluoride  does  not  exist  in  the  ground  waters  of  the  Council's  District. 


Private  Supplies 

These  vary  from  those  supplying  largo  communities  to  wells  and 
springs  supplying  individual  houses,  and  are  of  course  very  numerous. 

Four  private  undertakings  supplying  parts  of  the  parishes  of  Martins  town 
Portesham,  Winterborne  Came  and  Winterborne  Herringston  obtain  their 
supplies  from  statutory  undertakers. 

Quantity  Three  cottages  in  Portesham  having  a private  supply  which  was 
both  insufficient  and  unwholesome  have  been  connected  to  the  Council's 
main  supply,  following  formal  action.  The  Ilsington  Estate  private 
supply  in  the  parish  of  Puddletown,  providing  water  to  three  dairy 
farms  and  thirteen  dwollinghouses  has  been  subject  to  occasional 
temporally  shortage  due  on  each  occasion  to  mechanical  failure  of  the 
pumping  equipment,  and  the  owners  have  taken  steps  which  it  is  hoped 
will  rectify  this. 

Quality  During  the  year  improvements  have  been  carried  out  to  two 
larger  supplies,  namely  the  spring  supply  to  the  village  of  Littlebredy 
a.nd  surrounding  farms,  and  the  spring  supply  at  Rockpits  in  the  paidsh 
of  Piddlotrenthide,  supplying  the  village  of  Plush  and  surrounding  area, 
resulting  in  sustained  satisfactory  samples  from  both  sources.  A 
further  private  supply  on  the  Ashley  Chase  Estate  in  the  parish  of  Long 
Bredy  was  fo-und  to  be  very  unwholesome  and  the  owner  has  connected  to 
the  main  supply.  I am  pleased  to  report  that  oil  of  the  major  private 
supplies  in  the  area  are  now  of  a good  standard,  and  efforts  are  now 
being  directed  to  a greater  degree  towards  the  smaller  supplies. 

A total  of  172  samples  wore  talcen  during  the  year  for 
bacteriological  examination  from  71  supplies,  and  of  these  93  were 
satisfactory,  23  suspect  and  56  unsatisfactoiy.  In  all  cases  where 
reports  were  other  than  satisfactory,  sources,  and  where  necessary  means 
of  distribution  and  storage,  have  been  investigated,  and  recommendations 
made  for  removal  of  the  causes  of  pollution,  and  five  infoimal  notices 
were  served.  As  a result,  in  addition  to  the  improvements  mentioned 
above,  three  individual  private  supplies  have  been  made  wholesome,  two 
houses  have  been  connected  to  main  supplies,  proposals  submitted  in  two 
cases  for  improvements  and  a supply  to  a proposed  licensed  camping  site 
has  been  made  fit  for  use. 
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A sample  for  chemical  analysis  was  taken  f rom  the  27  ft. 
borehole  at  Bramblecombe  Fam,  Cheselboume,  supplying  much  of 
Cheselboume  village,  and  the  result  is  reproduced  below. 


Appearance;  Clear  and  colourless 

Reaction;  pH  6.95 


Parts  per  Million 


Free  Carbon  Dioxide  CO^  9 

Ammonia  (as  N) 

Free  less  than  0.003 

Albuminoid  less  than  0.003 

Chlorine  (as  Chloride)  18 

equivalent  to  Sodium  Chloride  29.5 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate 
in  4 hrs.  @ 27°C.  Prom  N/80  0.18 


Nitrogen  in 

Nitrite 

none  detected 

Nitrogen  in 

Nitrate 

5.7 

Total  Solids 

365 

Loss  on  ignition 

24 

Hardness:  Temporary 

258 

Permanent 

38 

296 

Calciimi 

Ca 

115 

Magnesium 

Mg 

2.1 

Sodim 

Na 

8.1 

Potassium 

K 

1.0 

Carbonate 

CO, 

SO^ 

Fe^ 

155 

Sulphate 

18 

Iron 

0.04 

Copper 

Cu 

0.06 

Lead 

Pb 

0.02 

Transfer  of  Responsibility  of  Public  Water  Supply 

A transfer  to  the  Dorset  Water  Board  of  the  Council *s  water 
undertakings  has  not  yet  t^deen  place  and  it  is  now  understood  that  it 
will  be  effected  on  the  1st  April  next  year. 

During  the  year  71  visits  and  inspections  have  been  carried  out 
in  respect  of  water  supplies. 
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DRAmGE  i\l\T)  SEVffiRAGE 


During  the  year  work  on  the  joint  sewerage  scheme  for  the 
villages  of  Bradford  Peveroll  and  Stratton  was  commenced.  Schemes 
for  Osmington  Village  and  extensions  to  the  Ceme  Abbas  and  Maiden 
Newton  works  have  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry.  In  addition,  the 
Council  *s  Surveyor  and  Engineer  has  produced  a scheme  for  the 
unsewered  part  of  Crossways. 

The  Health  Dept,  has  proceeded  with  its  survey  of  drainage 
conditions  in  unsewered  areas  referred  to  in  my  report  Last  year, 
and  this  woik  is  nearly  completed. 

Improvements  have  been  carried  out  to  the  very  troublesome 
drainage  system  at  Piddle trenthide  School,  following  informal 
action,  and  this  is  now  functioning  satisfactorily  and  without 
nuisance. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  serve  a formal  notice  in  respect  of 
the  drainage  of  a private  school  at  Stinsford  in  order  to  secure  the 
abatement  of  a serious  nuisance  arising  from  the  inadequate  drainage 
system.  The  construction  of  a new,  well-desigied  disposal  works  is 
now  in  an  advanced  stage. 

26  complaints  concerning  defective  drainage  have  been  received 
and  investigated.  One  formal  and  ei^t  informal  notices  have  been 
seized  .and  seven  complied  with. 

Several  complaints  concerning  silage  discharge  were  again 
received  and  dealt  with,  in  some  cases  in  liaison  with  the 
Officers  of  ihe  Avon  and  Dorset  Water  Boaard.  The  problems  in 
this  respect  are,  however,  tending  to  decrease. 

797  visits  and  inspections  were  made  in  respect  of  drainage 
and  soxferage  during  the  year. 
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PUBLIC  CONVEl'TIENCES 


During  the  year  the  Council  constructed  two  further 
permanent  public  conveniences,  one  in  the  village  of 
Abbotsbury,  the  other  to  replace  the  temporary  convenience 
which  has  been  in  use  at  Osmington  Mills.  Both  were 
completed  in  time  to  be  used  by  the  large  number  of 
seasonal  visitors  which  are  attracted  to  these  places, 
and  their  provision  has  been  much  appreciated  by  the 
public.  The  temporary  rollalong  convenience,  formerly 
at  Osmington  Mills,  was  re-sited  at  Rings tead  Bay,  and  here 
again  was  subjected  to  heavy  use.  Provision  has  now  been 
made  for  a pre-fabric ated  convenience  to  be  sited  at 
Abbotsbury  Beach  and  negotiations  are  proceeding  for  the 
acquisition  of  a suitable  site. 

In  July  the  County  Council  was  notified  by  the  Ministry 
of  Transport  that  Dorset  might  be  included  in  the  pilot  scheme 
for  the  provision  of  lay-by  conveniences.  In  view  of  the 
serious  public  health  hazard  T^hich  exists  on  the  A»35«  in 
the  vicinity  of  Dorchester  due  to  the  absence  of  public 
conveniences,  this  Council  and  its  officers  moved  quickly 
in  this  matter.  Following  consultations  witli  the  County 
Surveyor,  by  the  end  of  the  year  plans  were  well  advanced 
for  the  erection  of  a convenience  on  each  side  of  the  A. 35. 
about  tv/o  miles  north-east  of  Dorchester  at  a point  most 
beneficial  to  the  travelling  public,  and  where  a serious  public 
health  hazard  at  present  exists.  To  conform  with  Ministry 
requirements  a convenience  is  to  be  provided  on  each  side  of 
the  road  to  obviate  a traffic  hazard.  They  will  without 
doubt  be  in  operation  by  the  early  summer  of  1969. 

Althoii^  capital  costs  for  these  trunk  road  conveniences 
are  shared  between  the  Ministry,  the  County  Council  and  the 
District  Council,  the  cost  of  maintenance  and  management  falls 
entirely  on  the  District  Council.  These  costs,  incurred  for 
the  benefit  of  the  travelling  public  generally,  will  no  doubt 
be  heavy  and  it  seems  to  me  unreasonable  tha,t  no  assistance 
should  be  granted  to  District  Councils  in  meeting  them. 

66  visits  and  inspections  have  been  made  in  respect  of 
public  conveniences. 
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PEST  CONTROL 


Treatments  under  this  Act  have  continued  to  be  carried  out  by 
the  Council* s two  rodent  operatives.  Their  work  has  included  the 
investigation  of  422  complaints,  routine  siirvey  of  the  distinct 
throughout  the  year,  treatments  entailed  by  51  Contracts,  14  paid 
single  courses  of  treatment,  and  the  annual  treatment  of  the 
Council’s  sewers.  It  is  the  Council’s  policy  that  the  service  mder 
the  Act  should  be  free  of  charge  when  carried  out  on  domestic  premises, 
and  chargeable  on  business  premises  and  fams.  Pour  Informal  Notices 
have  been  served,  of  which  three  have  been  complied  with. 

National  statistics  will  undoubtedly  show  that  1968  was  a year 
in  x^hich  the  rat  population  showed  a marked  increase  and  this  was 
certainly  the  case  in  this  Coxmcil’s  area.  This  increase  was  probably 
due  to  the  abnormally  wet  sxammer  followed  by  a very  mild  winter. 

^/o  of  Alpha  Chloralose  in  a medium  oatmeal  base  has  this  year 
been  used  with  conspicuous  success  for  the  treatment  of  mice.  3^ 
Warfarin  has  been  relied  on  almost  entirely  for  rodent  infestations. 
This  year  a little  sugar  has  been  added  to  all  Warfarin  baits,  and 
this  has  undoubtedly  increased  their  attraction  for  rats.  The  sugar 
is  in  Spoiled  bags  obtained  cheaply  from  local  grocers.  There  is  no 
evidence  in  the  distrbt  of  Warfarin  resistance. 


The  work  carried  out  by  the  rodent  operatives  is  summarised 

below 2- 


Type  of  Property 


Non- 

Agricultural  Agricultural 

properties  other  than  Sewers 


1,  Number  of  properties  in 

district: 

7,826 

527 

2.  a:  Total  no.  of  properties 
(incl.  nearby  premises) 
inspected  following  notification  422 

45 

b:  Nxmiber  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

377 

42 

(ii)  Mice 

45 

3 

5.  a:  Total  no.  of  properties 
inspected  for  rats  and/or  mice 
for  reasons  other  than 
notification 

2,213 

216 

b.  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

452 

168 

(ii)  Mice 

93 

149 

The  use  of  plastic  bags  for  baiting  has  been  tried  out  during 
the  yean  and  has  been  found  to  be  xaseful  for  baiting  in  places  of 
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difficult  access  when  using  Warfarin,  and  to  be  most  suitable  in  almost  all 
cases  when  baiting  with  Alpha  Chloralose,  since  they  enable  unused  bait  to 
be  collected  quickly  and  in  a condition  suitable  for  re-use. 

A total  of  31  visits  and  inspections  have  been  made  under  this  heading 
by  your  Public  Health  Inspectors  during  the  year. 

Rodent  Control  Contracts. 

In  the  knowledge  that  farms  by  their  very  nature  are  the  major  source 
of  rat  infestations  in  the  district,  continued  efforts  have  been  made  during 
the  year  to  further  increase  the  number  of  contracts  made  tvith  farmers,  so 
that  regular  treatment  on  these  farms  can  be  assured.  Considerable  success 
has  been  achieved  and  the  nmber  of  contracts  during  the  year  has  risen  from 
44  to  51,  due  largely  to  the  enthusiasm  and  industrj^  of  your  two  rodent 
operatives.  We  are  thus  assured  that  on  all  but  the  more  recent  of  the  faims 
subject  to  contract  the  rat  problem  is  now  well  under  control.  The  income 
from  these  contracts  is  approximately  £770. 


Single  Courses  of  Treatment. 

14  courses  were  carried  out  during  the  year  on  faimis  and  business 
premises.  This  work  is  done  on  a cost  plus  basis. 

Sewers . 

Each  year  all  public  sewers  in  the  district  are  test  baited  for  rat 
infestation.  Tliis  year  the  sewer  survey  was  attended  throu^out  by  a Held 
Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  fisheries  and  Pood  (Mr.  Letten). 

No  traces  of  infestation  were  found.  A documented  record  of  the  tests  has 
been  submitted  to  the  Ministry. 

Other  Pests. 

Treatments  have  been  carried  out  on  domestic  premises  in  respect  of 
flies,  cockroaches,  fleas,  mites  and  wasps.  There  was  also  an  extensive 
cockroach  infestation  at  a large  business  premises  which  was  successfully 
dealt  vath  as  a paid  treatment. 


REPHSE  COLLECTION 


With  effect  from  the  1.4.68.  the  Council  implemented  a weekly  ’kerbside’ 
refuse  collection  service  in  lieu  of  the  liitherto  fortnightly  one.  This 
necessitated  the  purchase  of  an  additional  60  cu.  yd.  vehicle,  and  an 
increase  of  three  men  to  the  labour  force,  making  a total  of  three  collection 
vehicles,  and  one  18 5 International  Loader  for  tip  maintenance,  and  nine 
full-time  driver/loaders  and  loaders.  The  improved  service  has  worked 
smoothly  and  has  been  greatly  welcomed  by  the  rate-payers. 


21  - 


i 


j 


i 


The  policy  of  requiring  occupiers  of  premises  to  provide 
suitable  dustbins  has  been  proceeded  with,  and  the  position  is  now 
greatly  improved,  A little  still  remains  to  be  done  in  this  direction. 

15  informal  notices  concerning  refuse  have  been  served,  nine  of 
which  have  so  far  been  complied  with. 

Route  Extensions 

The  collection  route  is  being  continually  extended,  principally 
as  a result  of  new  development,  cand  during  the  year  12  extensions 
involving  approximately  170  dwellings  and  one  business  premise  have  been 
authorised  by  the  Council. 

Back  Door  Collections 

The  Council  operates  this  service  whenever  requested  in  the 
ca.se  of  persons  who  axe  infirm  or  over  the  age  of  65 » provided  there 
is  no  able-bodied  person  living  in  the  same  house.  Supporting 
evidence  in  the  case  of  infirmity  in  persons  mder  65  is  required 
in  the  form  of  a„  medical  certificate.  During’  the  year  this  service 
has  been  extended  to  a further  92  premises,  making  a total  of  500 
premises  now  receiving  this  service. 


Litter 

Collection  is  made  from  Dorset  County  Council *s  litter  bins 
on  classified  roads,  for  which  a charge  is  made,  and  this  Council 
provides  ajid  maintains  its  own  litter  bins  on  unclassified  roads, 
at  beauty  spots,  and  in  villages  in  consultation  ivith  the  parish 
councils.  Litter  bins  which  in  the  past  have  been  particularly  subject 
to  damage  or  vandalism  have  this  year  been  replaced  by  concrete  units 
of  a quite  pleasing  design.  Several  large  accumulations  of  refuse 
have  been  removed  during  the  year  from  hedgerows  and  beauty  spots, 
and  work  is  continually  being  carried  out  to  keep  the  district  tidy. 

Disposal 

A further  tip  has  been  developed  during  the  year  at  Bhompston 
Pam,  Stinsford,  and  although  it  is  not  large  and  will  only  have  a 
limited  life,  it  serves  to  curtail  certain  hauls  and  will  be  economically 
worth  T^ile.  This  is  in  addition  to  the  two  tips  already  in  use  at 
Warmwell  and  Cattistock.  Disposal  is  achieved  by  controlled  tipping 
and  a B.85  international  loader,  owned  by  the  Council,  is  used  to  keep 
the  tips  in  good  order.  Refuse  from  a part  of  the  southern  area  of 
the  district  is  more  economically  disposed  of  at  the  Weymouth  Corporation 
tip,  by  arrangement,  at  lO/-  per  load.  Valuable  cover  has  been 
obtained  this  year  from  various  contractors  working  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  tips.  The  Cattistock  tip,  which  has  been  in  use  for  many 
years,  is  now  nearing  the  end  of  its  life,  and  efforts  are  being  made 
to  find  an  alternative  tip  in  the  same  vicinity. 
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CIVIC  AMENITIES  ACT  1967 


In  January  1968  Part  III  of  this  Act,  which  deals  id-th  the 
control  of  unauthorised  dumping  of  vehicles  and  refuse,  imposed  a duty 
upon  local  authorities  to  remove  apparently  abandoned  vehicles  and 
other  refuse  in  accordcance  with  regulations  ma.de  under  the  Act,  and 
to  provide  places  where  the  residents  may  deposit  refuse,  other  than 
business  refuse,  free  of  chcarge.  The  Council  designated  the  Public 
Health  Department  as  responsible  for  the  operation  of  Ihis  part  of 
the  Act. 


Free  facilities  for  the  tipping  of  refuse  other  than  motor 
vehicles  have  been  provided  at  the  Council's  tips  at  Cattistock  and 
Warmwell.  Both  of  Ihese  tips  are  open  to  residents  at  all  hours,  and 
the  use  made  of  this  facility  has  been  even  greater  than  I anticipated. 
There  is  already  a noticeable  reduction  in  the  nimber  of  unwanted 
articles  which  are  dumped  in  so  many  attractive  comers  of  the  country- 
side, althou^  there  is  no  need  for  canplacency  here  as  unauthorised 
dumping  is  still  widely  practiced. 

The  removal  and  disposal  of  a.bandoned  vehicles  is  carried  out 
on  behalf  of  the  Council  by  airangements  with  local  car  breakers. 

Duties  in  this  direction  are  in  some  cases  by  no  means  easy,  because 
of  the  distinction  to  be  made  between  a *runner*  and  a 'wreck’,  the 
removal  and  disposal  of  which  require  different  procedures,  and 
because  of  the  decision  to  be  made  as  to  whether  a vehicle  is  abandoned 
or  not. 


During  this  first  year  of  operation  17  abandoned  vehicles  have 
been  dealt  with  by  the  Department.  The  owners  of  ihe  majority  of 
these  have  been  traced  after  time-consuming  enquiries,  and  in  only 
two  Cases  did  the  cost  of  removal  and  destruction  have  to  be  borne 
by  the  Council. 

The  publicsre  warned  of  the  heavy  penalties  which  the  Act 
provides  for  the  unauthorised  dimiping  of  unwanted  motor  vehicles  or  any 
other  refuse,  and  are  requested  to  refer  to  the  Public  Health 
Department  for  any  assistance  or  advice  they  may  need  in  the  disposal 
of  such  articles. 

112  visits  and  inspections  have  been  carried  out  in  connection 
with  duties  under  this  Act,  and  ten  notices  have  been  sei*ved,  all  of 
which  have  been  complied  with. 
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FOOD  PREI^EESES  MD  FOOD  INSPECTION 


Food  Hygiene  (General)  Reg:ulations,  I960 

The  following  premises  in  the  district  are  subject  to  the 
above  Regulations 


TOTAL 

Pitted  to 
Comply  m.th 
Re^. 16* 

To  which 
Reg. 19+ 
Applies 

Pitted  to 
Comply  with 
Reg,  19 

Manufacturers 

Processors 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Bakehouses 

5 

5 

5 

5 

raOLESALE  PREMISES 

8 

8 

8 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Butchers 

Grocers,  Provision 
Merchants  & General 

6 

6 

6 

6 

Shops 

63 

60 

57 

56 

Icecream  Depots 

1 

1 

1 

1 

RETAIL  PREMISES 

70 

67 

64 

63 

Hotels,  Public  Houses 

& Guest  Ho-uses 

59 

59 

59 

59 

School  Canteens 

22 

22 

22 

22 

Cafes 

Canteens,  Snack  Bars 

14 

13 

13 

13 

& Kiosks 

14 

13 

14 

12 

CATERING  PREMISES 

109 

107 

108 

106 

*Regulation  16 

relates  to 

the  provision 

of  personal  washing 

facilities  and  +Regulation  19  to  the  provision  of  facilities  for  the 
washing  of  equipment  and  food, 

318  visits  .and  inspections  of  food  premises  were  made  during  the 
year  and  19  informal  notices  served  as  a result  of  which  alterations  and 
improvements  have  been  carried  out  at  18  premises. 

Food  Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles)  Regulations,  1966 

It  is  thought  that  all  of  the  mobile  shops  and  delivery  vehicles 
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operating  in  the  Council *s  area  have  now  been  inspected  during  the 
year,  though  since  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  such  vehicles  depends 
to  some  extent  on  chance  encounter,  it  is  possible  that  one  or  two  are 
still  operating  without  the  Department's  Imowledge.  This  difficulty 
of  the  local  authority  being  aware  of  the  existence  of  vehicles  to 
which  the  regulations  apply  surely  provides  a strong  case  for  a 
system  of  prior  approval  or  registration  of  such  vehicles  by  the 
local  authority  before  they  are  allowed  to  operate. 

During  the  year  38  vehicles  were  inspected.  The  standard  of 
hygiene  x^as  found  to  vary  greatly  but  generally  was  not  good.  13 
vehicles  were  found  to  comply  completely  with  the  regulations,  but  it 
was  found  necessaiy  to  serve  25  informal  notices  in  respect  of  93 
contraventions  of  the  regulations.  Substantial  improvements  have  been 
achieved  and  in  no  case  wa.s  formal  action  necessary.  A summary  of 


the  contraventions  is  given  below:- 

Regulation  Contravention  Number 

5 Unclean  interior  of  vehicle  10 

13  No  n.ome  & address  on  vehicle  13 

9 No  washable  overclothing  1 

15  No  supply  of  clean  xfater  2 

16  (l)  No  ash-hand  basin  provided  8 

(2)  No  adequate  supply  of  hot 

xmter  to  basin  13 

(3)  No  soap,  nailbrxish,  tox^els  11 

(4)  Unclean  washbasins  4 

17  No  first-aid  nuriterials  9 

18  (a)  No  sinic  or  other  facilities 

for  washing  equipment  1 2 

(b)  No  adequate  supply  of  hot 

xmter  to  sink  7 

(d)  No  supply  of  detergent, 

cloths  etc.  to  sink  2 

22  No  receptacle  for  waste  1 

93 


62  visits  and  inspections  have  been  carried  out  in  connection 
with  duties  under  these  Regulations. 
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MEAT  AW  OTHER  FOOD  INSPECTION 


Meat  Inspection  - Statistics  1968 
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There  remain  two  slaughterhouses  in  the  district,  one 
private  and  one  serving  Herrison  Hospital,  at  both  of  which 
a 1005^  meat  inspection  has  been  maintained  during  ihe  year. 

Throughout  the  jear  the  officers  of  the  Ministry  of 
iigriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  have  nationally  shown  an 
increased  interest  in  slaughterhouse  hygiene,  and  in  this 
district  the  Ministry  Veterinary  Officers  and  your  Public 
Health  Officers  of  this  Department  have  worked  jointly  with  tie 
slaughterhouse  management  to  further  improve  standards. 

In  1968  legislation  became  effective  which  outlawed  those 
most  insanitaiy  of  all  articles  used  in  a slaughterhouse  for  the 
dressing  of  carcasses,  nanely  wiping  cloths.  Old  habits  die  hard 
and  altemative  methods  of  cleaning  down  carcasses  have  not  been 
readily  accepted  by  all  members  of  the  trade.  At  the  private 
slaughterhouse  in  this  area,  adjustable  pressure  water  sprays 
are  now  being  successfully  used. 

The  year's  figures  show"  a marked  decrease  in  the  number 
of  pig  carcasses  affected  with  localised  tuberculosis,  no  doubt 
a reflection  on  the  success  of  the  tuberculosis  eradication  scheme 
in  cattle. 

394  visits  to  the  slaughterhouses  were  made  during  1he  year. 
Knackers  Yards 

There  is  one  Knackers  Yard  in  the  district  which  has  been 
inspected  and  no  contraventions  observed. 

Poultry  Processing 

There  are  no  poultiy  processing  establishments  in  the  district. 
Mi  11c  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations » 1939 

All  milk  producers  are  licensed  by  the  Mnistry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food. 

Dairies  other  than  farm  dairies  are  registered  by  District 
Councils;  there  are  two  in  this  area. 

Dealers  (Distributors)  are  also  registered  by  District  Councils. 
There  are  29  on  this  Council's  register. 

Licences  for  the  sale  of  Designated  Milks  are  issued  by  the 
Food  and  Dmgs  Authority  which  for  this  area  is  the  Dorset  County 
Council.  Sampling  is  also  done  by  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority,  and 
the  results  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Consequently 
no  routine  milk  samples  are  taken  by  this  Department.  267  samples 
were  taken  from  Dealers  by  the  County  Council. 
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Ice-Cream  ~ Food  and  Dru^s  Act,  19^3  Section  16 

Premises  registered; 

for  Manufacturers  Nil 

for  Storage  and/or  sale  (pre-packed)  77 

Six  samples  of  different  manufacturers’  products  all  failed  to 
decolourise  methylene  blue  in  four  hours,  and  were  grade  1 . 

The  Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations,  1963 

There  are  no  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  district  and  no 
samples  of  liquid  egg  have  been  submitted  to  the  Alpha- Amylase  test. 

Food  Condemnation 

The  sirrrender  has  been  accepted  during  the  year  of  67-lbs.  of 
miscellaneous  foodstuffs. 

Watercress 

A considerable  amount  of  vratercress  is  grown  in  this  district 
and  the  beds  are  visited  about  twice  a year  for  general  inspection 
and  sampling  of  tho  water. 

A working  party  under  the  chairmanship  of  Dr.  G*H.  Tee 
published  its  report  in  1967,  which  exonerated  watercress  to  a large 
extent  from  causing  disease  in  hirnan  beings,  and  concluded  that  in 
general  cultivated  watercress  appears  to  be  a safe  and  wholesome  food. 
It  pointed  out  however  that  watercress  growing  wild  should  not  be 
sold  for  human  consumption  and  drew  attention  to  the  possibility  of 
Fascioliasis  (liver  fluke)  being  transmitted  to  man  by  watercress 
grown  in  unsatisfactory  conditions. 

The  larger  producers  grow  cress  under  excellent  conditions 
and  achieve  a high  standard  of  hygiene.  Improvonents  have  been 
carried  out  to  some  of  the  smaller  beds  to  prevent  the  ingress  of  river 
water  or  drainage  from  adjacent  meadows,  and  I am  able  to  say  that 
cress  produced  in  this  area  is  of  a good  standard  and  can  be  safely 
consumed.  There  is  always  the  possibility  hox^^^ever  that  wild  watercress 
from  streams  may  be  offered  for  sale,  and  accordingly  the  public  is 
urged  to  buy  only  a branded  product. 


HOUSING 

(1)  Number  of  houses  which  on  inspection  were  considered  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation:  6 

(2)  Number  of  houses  the  defects  in  which  were  remedied  in 
consequence  of  inforraal  action  by  the  local  authority 

or  their  officers:  58 

(3)  Number  of  representations  made  to  the  local  authority 
with  a view  to  (a)  the  serving  of  notices  requiring 

the  execution  of  works  or  (b)  the  mailing  of  demolition  or 
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closing  Orders: 

(4)  Number  of  representations  made  to  the  local  authority 

x^ith  a view  to  declaring  an  area  a Clearance  Area:  1 

(5)  Number  of  informal  notices  served  requiring  the  execution 

of  works : 99 

(6)  Number  of  hoixses  x^hich  were  remedied  fit  after  service  of 

formal  notices;  3 

(7)  N-umber  of  demolition  or  closing  orders  made:  6 

(s)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  an  undertaking  xfas 

accepted  -under  Section  16  (4)  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957:  13 

(9)  N-umber  of  houses  demolished  25 


During  -the  year  a total  of  804  inspections  and  visits  were  made- 
in  respect  of  duties  xmder  the  Hoxising  Acts  and  24  xmder  the  Public  Health 
Acts  in  connection  with  housing,  5 complaints  concerning  unsatisfactory 
hoiAsing  conditions  were  received  and  d ealt  with. 

Considerable  attention  has  been  given  to  housing  matters  during 
the  year  and  the  above  figures  show  that  improved  progress  has  been 
made  in  the  field  of  housing  repair  and  the  closure  and  demolition  of 
unfit  houses.  In  addition  to  the  individual  -unfit  ho-uses  that  have 
been  dealt  with,  a small  clearance  area  in  the  village  of  Charminster 
received  Ministry  confiimation  in  December.  The  substantial  provision 
made  by  the  Coxmcil  for  improvement  grants  and  its  progressive  house 
building  policy  are  import<ant  factors  in  the  reduction  in  the  nxmiber 
of  mfit  houses.  However,  there  remains  much  v/ork  for  this  Department 
yet  to  do  to  secure  improvements  in  housing  standards,  particularly 
in  the  villages  of  Abbotsbuiy,  Toller  Porcorum  and,  to  a lesser  degree, 
Chickerell,  Det::iiled  suiveys  of  all  unfit  properties  in  Abbotsbury 
were  carried  out  in  the  spring  of  1968.  The  majority  of  -the  houses  in 
this  village  are  in  the  same  ownership  and  the  oxmers  were  asked  to 
implement  an  improvement  programme,  and  have,  in  the  case  of  each 
property,  been  supplied  with  a list  of  the  defects  which  need  to  be 
remedied  in  order  to  achieve  an  acceptable  standard  of  fi-tness. 

There  are  several  houses  in  the  district  which  have  deteriorated 
into  dilapidated  eyesores  because  Statutory  Undertakings  have  been  accepted 
in  respect  of  them,  but  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  make  them  fit.  \Ihen 
any  future  undertaking  is  considered,  I feel  it  shoxHd  be  accepted  only 
if  it  is  agreed  to  render  the  house  fit  xvithin  a reasonable  period. 
Otherxd.se  a Closing  or  Demolition  Order  would  seem  more  appropriate. 

Comiaon  Lodging  Hoxoses  ~ Public  Health  Act,  1936 

There  are  no  comi-aon  lodging  hoxases,  as  defined  in  Section  235, 
within  the  Council’s  district. 
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LAI®  CHARGES  ACT,  1925,  AS  AIIEUDED  BY  THE 
LAW  OF  PROPERTY  (aMEHDMEMT)  ACT,  1926 


358  searches  were  received  during  the  yeax  for  observations 
on  properties. 


MOVEi'J^LE  DffiLLLNGS 


(1)  Caravan  Sites  & Control  of  Development  Act,  1960 

There  are  now  licensed  sites  in  the  area  for  1,279  residential 
holiday  and  individual  caravans  as  follows s- 

Site  Number  of  Caravans 

Residential  Holiday 


Cattistock  40 

Chickerell  36 

ditto  36 

ditto  22 

ditto  44 

ditto  95 

ditto  655 

Osmington  35 

ditto  20 

ditto  40 

ditto  2 76 

Rings tead  30 

Warmwell  40  55 

vjintorborne  St.  Martin  12  8 

Sites  for  individual  vans  25  8 

173  1,106 


In  addition  there  are  three  sites  occupied  by  the  Caravan  Club 
of  Great  Britain  which  are  exempt  from  licensing. 


(2)  Public  Health  Act,  1936  Section  269 

During  the  year  one  additional  site  for  100  tents  has  been 
licensed  in  Fleet,  thus  there  are  now  two  licensed  sites  in  Fleet  and 
one  in  Chickerell,  each  for  100  tents,  and  each  privately  owned. 
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I drew  attention  last  year  in  my  Annual  Report  to  the 
potentially  serious  public  health  problem  which  exists  due  to  the 
absence  of  adequate  licensed  sites  for  tents, and  transit  and  touring 
caravans.  However,  during  the  yectr  there  has  been  no  improvement  in 
the  situa.tion  concerning  caravans  and  only  one  additional  site  has 
been  licensed  for  tents.  There  is  still  in  the  corea  no  licensed 
accommodation  whatsoever  for  the  several  hundred  transit  and  touring 
vans  which  visit  or  pass  through  it  during  the  peak  holiday  season, 
and  licensed  sites  for  only  300  of  the  estimated  1,600-2,000  tents. 

^ can  only  repeat  my  comments  of  Last  year  and  underline  the 
necessity  for  sufficient  sites  to  be  established  either  by  private 
enterprise  or  by  the  local  authority,  and  point  out  the  need  for  urgency 
in  dealing  with  a problem  which  may  x^ell  become  more  pressing  with  each 
passing  year. 

225  visits  and  inspections  of  caravans  and  tented  sites  were 
made  during  the  year.  It  was  found  necessar^r  to  serve  ten  informal 
notices,  nine  of  which  have  been  complied  with. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS,  1936 
& 1961  - NUISAHCES 


66  complaants  concerning  nuisances  were  received  and  investigated 
during  the  year  requiring  212  visits  and  inspections.  Five  formal  and 
nine  informal  notices  were  served,  of  which  all  but  one  informal  notice 
have  been  complied  with. 

The  biggest  single  problem  dealt  with  - literally  - was  the 
disposal  of  a decomposing  carcass  of  a bullock  in  a field  adjacent  to  a 
roadway  in  Chick erell.  Predictably  perhaps,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  animal *s  ean-tags  had  been  removed,  the  oxmer  could  not  be  traced 
and  the  cost  fell  on  the  Council.  Steps  were  first  taken  of  course  to 
exclude  the  possibility  of  Antlir-ax  being  the  cause  of  death.  My  thanks 
are  due  to  the  local  building  contractor  who  so  promptly  and  cheerfully 
interred  the  unsavoiiry  carcass. 

A hardy  summer  annual  is  a nuisance  arising  from  a ditch 
bordering  a public  house  car-park  in  Chickerell.  This  ditch  still 
receives  sink  wOvSte  drainage  from  a few  condemned  cottages  and  during 
each  warm  dry  spell  justifiable  complaints  are  received  concerning  the 
unpleasant  smells  from  the  ditch,  when  a temporary  remedy  is  effected  by 
treating  it  with  chloride  of  lime.  The  same  cottages  axe  also  partly 
the  cause  of  an  expensive  night  soil  collection  service  being  maintained 
by  the  Council.  There  are,  therefore,  good  reasons  in  addition 

to  the  major  one  of  unsatisfactory  housing  why  the  taicints  of  these 
cottages  should  be  offered  Council  accommodation  as  soon  as  possible. 

’Back-ya.rd*  pig-keeping  is  another  cause  concerning  which 
complaints  occur  with  regularity.  A nuisajice  from  this  cause  at 
Holywell  has  been  dealt  with  inferxeally  and  satisfactorily,  and  one  at 
Chickerell  is  being  investigated. 


0 


I = 


CLEM  AIR  ACT,  1956 


20  visits  have  been  made  imder  this  Act  during  the  year.  Four 
complaints  were  received,  three  of  xdiich  were  justifiable.  Two 
required  action  under  Section  16  and  were  dealt  with  informally  an.d 
satisfactorily,  and  in  the  third  case  negotiations  are  being  carried 
out  with  the  management  of  a factory  in  Prome  St,  Quin  tin  with  a 
view  to  mitigating  the  nuisance. 


NOISE  ABiiTEMENT  ACT,  I960 

Noise  is  a problem  usuaJLly  associa.ted  with  urban  life,  and 
consequently  few  complaints  are  received  by  the  Public  Health 
Depaartment  in  this  respect. 

The  indications  cire,  however,  tha.t  noise  in  rural  areas  may 
become  a problem  as  agriculture  becomes  more  intensive  and  mechanised. 
Grain  dryers  and  fans  on  poultry  and  calf-rearing  houses  are  obviously 
likely  to  give  rise  to  complaints,  and  efforts  should  be  made,  if 
necessary  by  joint  consultation  between  farmers,  planners  and  Public 
Health  Officers,  to  site  these  where  the  effect  on  the  residents  will 
be  minimal. 


A complaint  dealt  with  during  ihe  year  concerned  an  intensive 
poultry  unit.  Evening  visits  were  made  a,s  the  noise  was  said  to  be 
at  its  m.ost  irtLceable  after  the  traffic  flow  had  subsided.  After 
most  careful  consideration  it  was  felt  that  there  were  insufficient 
grounds  for  action  under  the  Act. 

Three  complcdnts  were  received  during  the  year,  in  connection 
with  which  17  visits  were  made. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


Factory  premises  registered  at  commencement  of  1968  105 
Premises  added  to  the  Register  during  the  year  3 
Premises  lemoved  from  the  Register  during  the  year  3 
Number  of  registered  factory  premises  at  the  end  of  1968  105 
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1,  Inspections  for  ihe  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


premises 

(1) 

Number 

on  _ 

number  of 

Register 

(2) 

Inspec- 

tions 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers  | 
Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in 
which  Sections  l,2,3y 

4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

1 

(ii)  Fo,ctories  not 
included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 

104 

50 

2 

(iii)  Other  Premises 
in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 
workers * prenis  es ) 

Total 

105 

50 

2 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1961  (Cont'd) 


2.  Cases  in  vihich  defects  were  found: 


Number  of  cases 

were 

in  which  defects 
found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

)5) 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanli- 
ness (s*i) 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

(S,2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temp- 
erature (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  venti- 
lation (S.4) 

— 

- 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drain- 
age of  floors 
(S.6) 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conven- 
iences (S*7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

— 

-• 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable 
or  defective 

1 

— 

— 

- 

— 

(c)  Wot  separate 
for  sexes 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relating 
to  Out-work) 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1961  (Cont'd) 
Outwork  (Sections  135  and  134) 


Section  133 

Sect 

ion  134 

NATURE 

^0,  of 

No . of 

No.  Of 

No.  of 

OE 

)Ut- 

cases 

Prose- 

instances 

Notices 

Prose- 

WKK 

\rorkers 

of  de- 

cut ions 

of  work 

served 

cutions 

In  August 

frOUlt 

for 

in 

List 

in 

failing 

unwholesome 

required 

sending 

to 

premBes 

Dy 

lists 

supply 

Section 

to  the 

lists 

L53  (l) 

Council 

(c) 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Wearing 

Apparel 

Making  etc. 

3 

- 

— 

— 

- 

— 

Cleaning 

& Washing 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nets,  other 

than  wire 

nets 

19 

wmmm 

mm 

mm 

mm 

50  visits  were  made  to  factories  and  it  was  found  that  the 
general  standard  was  reasonably  good* 
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OFFICES.  SHOPS  AIID  RiilLWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 


Registrations  and  Inspections  and  Analysis  of  Persons  Employed 


21d33  of  premises 

Number  of 
pr emis  es 
registered 
during  the 
year 

■ 

rotal  number 
pf  registered 
premises  at 

3nd  of  ye  ox 

Number  of 
registered 
premises 
receiving 
one  or 

more 
general 
inspection 
during  yr. 

No.  of 

persons 

employed 

Offices 

2 

10 

4 

51 

Retail  Shops 

1 

25 

13 

114 

^olesale  Shops, 
Sarehous  es 

1 

2 

1 

21 

Catering  Establish- 
cients  open  to 

Public 

1 

15 

9 

145 

IJanteens 

— 

~ 

— 

— 

Ftiel  storage  depots 

— 

1 

1 

3 

rOTilLS 

5 

53 

28 

334 

Total  Males  105 

Total  Females  229 

OFFICES . SHOPS  AMD  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963  (Cont'd) 

Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  In^ctors  to  Registered  Premises s 48 

As  a result  of  inspections  27  contraventions  of  ibe  Act  were  fomd,  as 
follows:- 


Inadequate  washing  facilities  6 
Lack  of  hot  water  supply  1 
Unclean  premises  1 
No  thermometer  4 
No  Abstract  of  the  Act  6 
No  First  Aid  materials  6 
No  sanitaiy  convenience  1 
No  wholesome  drinking  water  1 
No  accomodation  for  outside  clothing  1 


27 


As  a result  of  infoimal  notices,  16  of  the  above  have  been  complied 
with  so  for. 

One  accident  has  this  year  been  reported  to  the  Local  Authority. 


NATIQN7JL  /iSSISTANGE  ACT.  1948,  SECTION  50 
No  action  x^as  taken  during  1he  year  under  Section  50  of  -this  Act. 
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